Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2020
The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order:  6:34pm    via ZOOM
Members Present

John Elliott, Karen Gauthier, Julie Mulligan, Nancy Lamers, Mandi Lancette
Members Not Present 

Ann Dixon, Robin Jones, Connie Powell, Kay Wernecke
Wescott Library Liaison

Amanda  Feist,  Branch Manager
Guests

---
Secretary Report – Nancy Lamers
The motion made by Julie, seconded by Karen, to approve May 11, 2020, minutes was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer Report – Julie Mulligan
Current budget 

Balance on Hand as of 4/30/2020:
$ 77,979.61




Current Income:



$         698.51
Current Expenses:



$           68.66      


Less allocated funds:



$   (47,210.34) 

Current available funds 09/14/20:  
$ 31,399.12
Julie filed the Friends’ annual 990-N with the IRS.               
The motion made by Nancy, seconded by Karen, to approve Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
 Book Sale revenue:  
Fall 2019
 $7,602.55         

Spring 2019
 $7,026.67

Fall 2018 
 $7,544.11

Spring 2018
 $8,694.82
Fall 2017 
 $7,329.10

Membership Report – Karen Gauthier       





           
Karen and Connie Powell are meeting to transfer membership information.
Marketing – Karen Gauthier
· Collecting material for the newsletter
Book Sale – Prepared by Kay Wernecke, Presented by John
· Haven’t been able to enter library to sort books

· Library staff is doing some weeding

· Amanda said the library gets calls from people who want to donate books as well as people wanting to know about the next book sale.
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Wescott Branch Report – Amanda Feist
Anne’s update:  
· Dakota County Library was awarded $13,950 in CARES funding to host virtual workshops that support small businesses and job seekers facing new challenges during the COVID1-19 pandemic.  Wescott staff note an increase in the number of patrons using computers for employment, finances, and business purposes.

The funding supports September-October-November workshops to assist small businesses navigate the impacts of the pandemic; develop foundational business skills such as digital marketing; and business planning skills.  There are also virtual workshops to assist job seekers address how to apply and interview for jobs during the pandemic while building skills and job hunting resources. 

The library is working in conjunction with local partners to host the workshops.  Each program is listed on a new Career and Small Business Workshop page.  

The Wescott Library will receive 135 Hotspots and Chrome books.  Dakota County Library is introducing Hotspot Kits and Hotspot & Chrome book kits to help bridge the digital divide; increase access to the internet and library resources; and to help reduce disparities. 
· The Summer Reading Program moved outside/curbside distributing 2,246 kits in less than one month. The Summer-Discovery-in-a-Bag featured a free prize book, summer bookmark, temporary tattoo, and reading log.
· Small groups of Kindergarten - 5th grade children visited the library in August.  Each visitor received a gently used book.

· The slat wall display shelves, purchased by the Friends, are effectively displaying youth materials.
· Patrons can access the Library’s Ancestry.com subscription remotely until the end of 2020.  The Library celebrated Family History Month in October.

· Library staff helped volunteens connect with older Eagan adults at The Commons on Marice and Oakwood of Eagan as part of The Of/By/ForAll Second Wave Committee (staffed by Karen Mackey, Lisa Theisen, and Laura Morlock). The volunteens hand crafted 204 cheerful cards with notes about library services, mentioned the older adults were missed at the library, and suggested good books/movies to check out.
Building updates:
· The Wescott elevator will be replaced in 2020. 

· The chidren’s area installation and updated library pillars are scheduled for completion in winter 2021.

· The Library is a November 3rd polling place. 
·  The Library participated in Eagan Art Block.
Old Business – John Elliott
None
New Business – John Elliott

None
Meeting Adjourned:  7:15 pm 




Next Meeting:  November 9, 2020
Board Meeting Dates: 

2020: September 14, November 9 

2021: January 11, March 8, Annual Meeting May 10
Book Sale Dates

2020: No Sales
Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Agenda

September 14, 2020 6:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order and Welcome





John Elliott

Secretary’s Report






Nancy Lamers
Treasurer’s Report






Julie Mulligan
Marketing and Membership





Karen Gauthier

Committee Reports





Booksale






Kay Wernecke
Wescott Branch Report and Funding Requests 


Amanda Feist
Old Business









New Business


Adjourn

2020-2021 Board Meeting Dates:  2020 Sept 14, Nov 9

   2021 Jan 11, Mar 8, May 10– Annual Meeting

