Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2020
The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order:  6:33pm   
Members Present

John Elliott, Karen Gauthier, Nancy Lamers, Julie Mulligan, Connie Powell
Members Not Present 

Ann Dixon, Robin Jones, Mandi Lancette, Kay Wernecke
Wescott Library Liaison

Anne Friederichs, Librarian
Guests

---
Secretary Report – Nancy Lamers
The motion made by Julie, seconded by Connie, to approve January 13, 2020, minutes was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer Report – Julie Mulligan
Current budget 

Balance on Hand as of 1/13/2020:
$ 80,147.45




Current Income:



$        370.57
Current Expenses:



$     2,179.41      


Less allocated funds:



$   (41,983.18) 

Current available funds 03/09/20:  
$ 36,355.43               
The motion made by Nancy, seconded by Karen, to approve Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
 Book Sale revenue:  
Fall 2019
 $7,602.55         

Spring 2019
 $7,026.67

Fall 2018 
 $7,544.11

Spring 2018
 $8,694.82
Fall 2017 
 $7,329.10

Membership Report – Prepared by Connie Powell       





           
Jan






                  May 2019   Aug   Sept   Oct    Nov     2020    Feb    Mar   April    May 2020
	
Individual member
	122
	122
	122
	  110
	  110
	  110
	  110
	  111
	
	

	Family Members
	  22
	  22
	  22
	            20
	            20
	            20
	            20
	            21
	
	

	Sponsor/Patron
	 10
	 10
	 10
	 10       
	 11       
	 11       
	 11       
	 12       
	
	

	Students
	   2
	   2
	   2
	  1
	  1
	  1
	  1
	  1
	
	

	Total members 
	156
	156
	156
	141
	142
	142
	142
	145
	
	


Discussion: Membership decline and renewals; consider emailing membership notices than mailing paper reminders. Connie leaves Membership role in May.
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Marketing – Karen
· Collecting material for the Spring newsletter
Book Sale – Prepared by Kay, Presented by John
· Donations coming in, looking good   
· Sale was posted on the Neighborhood website
Wescott Branch Report – Anne Friederichs
Anne’s update:  
· The three sewing machines (funded by the Friends at the November meeting) arrived and are in service.  Upcoming sewing programs include: Make & Take Bean Bag; Family Bean Bag Toss; and mini draw-string bags 
· The Childrens Area has been refreshed with new paint and carpeting.  Library staff are hearing positive comments on the new look.  The painted pillars (funded by the Friends) really stand out
· The County issued a request for bid proposals for the proposed childrens play structure.  (The Friends Board agreed to match the County’s funding at our September 2019 meeting.) The request for proposals requires that the vendor engage the community in the design.  How would the Friends like to be involved if there is a focus group or community meeting?  Would everyone like to be invited?

· Home School Science (HSS) Series: February session had 48 attendees, for many it was their first HSS event. 
· Author visit Friday, April 3: Printz award winning author An Na, A Step From Heaven and The Place Between Breaths, will teach a writing workshop for teens, ages 12-18.
·  Shared position descriptions for two iLab volunteer positions: Mentor, and Project Manager
· The county libraries are registered Questionnaire Assistance Centers, where people can go to fill out the US Census online or receive help filling one out.

· The Library is the site for Financial Counseling every Wednesday afternoon and evening through a partnership with Dakota County Financial Empowerment.  Customers telephone 651-554-5763 to schedule free appointments.  This ongoing service, the only one of its kind in Minnesota, helped over 360 people in 2019
Old Business – John Elliott
None
New Business – John Elliott

Three Funding Requests:
1) The Board unanimously approved a motion made by Karen, seconded by Julie, to fund a request for $300.00 for branch manager’s Rotary membership fees/dues.

2) The Board unanimously approved a motion made by Nancy, seconded by Connie, to fund up to $2,000.00 for display shelving ($1,735.64 plus shipping).

3) Home School Science funding request will be reviewed/included in the annual budget
Meeting Adjourned:  7:22 pm 




Next Meeting:  May 11, 2020










Annual Meeting
Board Meeting Dates: 

2019: September 9, November 18, 

2020: January 13, March 9, and Annual Meeting May 11
Book Sale Dates

2020: April 19-26; October 4-11
Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Agenda

March 9, 2020 6:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order and Welcome





John Elliott

Secretary’s Report






Nancy Lamers
Treasurer’s Report






Julie Mulligan
Marketing Report






Karen Gauthier

Membership Report






Connie Powell
Committee Reports





Booksale






Kay Wernecke
Wescott Branch Report and Funding Requests 


Amanda Feist
Old Business









New Business


Adjourn

2019-2020 Board Meeting Dates:  2019 Sept 9, Nov 18


   2020 Jan 13, Mar 9, May 11 – Annual Meeting

