Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Minutes 

March 8, 2021
The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order:  6:32pm    via ZOOM     
Members Present

John Elliott, Ann Dixon, Nancy Lamers, Mandi Lancette, Julie Mulligan, Kay Wernecke
Members Not Present 

Karen Gauthier, Robin Jones
Wescott Library Liaison

Amanda Feist, Branch Manager
Guests

-----
Secretary Report – Nancy Lamers
The motion made by Julie, seconded by Kay, to approve January 11, 2021, minutes was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer Report – Julie Mulligan
Current budget 

Balance on Hand as of 1/11/2021:
$ 54,424.99




Current Income:



$         142.50
Current Expenses:



$      9,002.00      


Less allocated funds:



$   (18,735.84) 

Current available funds 3/08/21:  
$ 26,829.65             
Julie will generate a check for the Friends $5,000.00 contribution to the 2021 Summer Discovery Program.  
The motion made by Nancy, seconded by Mandi, to approve Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
 Book Sale revenue:  
Fall 2019
 $7,602.55         

Spring 2019
 $7,026.67

Fall 2018 
 $7,544.11

Spring 2018
 $8,694.82
Fall 2017 
 $7,329.10

Membership and Marketing Report – No Report       





           
Book Sale – Kay Wernecke

· The Fall 2021 Book Sale is scheduled October 6-10, 2021.  The room is reserved Saturday, October 2 through Sunday, October 10, 2021.
· Book/media donations – no estimated date to resume accepting donations.                                                                                                                                      

· The daily sales are bringing in revenue: approximately $612.00 since sales were resumed in December 2020.  The books are refreshed on Mondays.
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Wescott Branch Report – Amanda Feist
Amanda’s update:  
· Visits to the Library are up; since January over 22,000 people entered the library.  Currently Saturdays are the Library’s busiest day.
· The Summer Discovery Reading & Learning Program dates are June 14 – July 2, 2021.  Families will pick up books and reading logs curbside.  The participant prize – a free book – will be included in the sign-up packet.
· The online 2021 Winter Reads Program (January 4 – February 28) was a success. The Wescott Library had the greatest number of participants.
· The Wescott Third Thursday Book Discussion group operates through May 20, with about 14-15 people attending each discussion.  

· Fall Book Sale – the room is reserved.  As we get closer to the sale it will be easier to make decisions on accepting book/media donations and whether any changes to the sale structure will be required.

· Libby, the e-audio and e-book service is in use.  The Library staff has been helping patrons transition to the new app; and is leasing additional titles.
· Today all the Hot Spots and Chromebooks are checked out.
· The six Dr Seuss books that will no longer be printed remain in the Wescott circulating collection.  There are no plans to remove the books from the collection early.
· The Wescott Teen Advisory Group is in the process of creating Take and Make Kits for all age groups.  The kits have a greeting card focus and will be available in early April.
· Librarians Tom Jorgenson and Laura Mesjak continue to conduct virtual class visits and book talks. In addition to the #197 middle school visits, Laura and Tom also participated in the Friendly Hills Middle School Annual Community Reading Event – a virtual event this year – with community members sharing their love of books by reading aloud from their favorite books. 

· Librarians Tom Jorgenson and Laura Mesjak are working on a video to share with high school students that explains work skills required for library employees as part of the Library’s career development efforts.

· The Wescott Library’s slatwall unit was featured on the Library’s social media during the February 2021 Black History Month.

Old Business – John Elliott
None
New Business – John Elliott
· Letters from Margaret Stone, Director Dakota County Library, and the Dakota County Board of Supervisors thanking the Friends for financial contributions to the Wescott Library.
Meeting Adjourned:  6:57 pm 




Next Meeting:  May 10, 2021
Board Meeting Dates: 

2020: September 14, November 9 

2021: January 11, March 8, Annual Meeting May 10
Book Sale Dates

2021: October 6-10, 2021
Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Agenda

March 8, 2021 6:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order and Welcome





John Elliott

Secretary’s Report






Nancy Lamers
Treasurer’s Report






Julie Mulligan
Marketing  Report






Karen Gauthier
 Membership Report






Karen Gauthier

Committee Reports





Booksale






Kay Wernecke
Wescott Branch Report and Funding Requests 


Amanda Feist
Old Business









New Business


Adjourn

2020-2021 Board Meeting Dates:  2020 Sept 14, Nov 9

   2021 Jan 11, Mar 8, May 10– Annual Meeting

