Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2021
The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order:  6:32pm    via ZOOM
Members Present

John Elliott, Ann Dixon, Karen Gauthier, Nancy Lamers, Mandi Lancette, Julie Mulligan, Kay Wernecke
Members Not Present 

Robin Jones
Wescott Library Liaison

Amanda  Feist,  Branch Manager
Guests

Margaret Stone, Director County Library 
Director County Library – Margaret Stone

Thank you for the Friends donation to the Childrens area.  Your support is appreciated.

It’s possible that the Friends book sale can resume this Fall 2021.

Margaret requested that the Friends support the 2021 Summer Discovery reading & learning program with a contribution of $3,000.00 - $5,000.00.  The 2020 program had a significantly larger number of participants; and similar participation is anticipated in 2021.  Each participant receives a book.   
Secretary Report – Nancy Lamers
The motion made by Kay, seconded by Karen, to approve November 9, 2020, minutes was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer Report – Julie Mulligan
Current budget 

Balance on Hand as of 11/09/2020:
$ 78,792.82




Current Income:



$           92.50
Current Expenses:



$    24,460.33      


Less allocated funds:



$   (22,735.84) 

Current available funds 1/11/21:  
$ 31,689.15               
The motion made by Ann, seconded by Kay, to approve Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
 Book Sale revenue:  
Fall 2019
 $7,602.55         

Spring 2019
 $7,026.67

Fall 2018 
 $7,544.11

Spring 2018
 $8,694.82
Fall 2017 
 $7,329.10

Membership and Marketing Report – Karen Gauthier       





           
· Sent December 20, 2020 email to Friends members to announce resumption of daily sales.
· Membership reminders will not be sent out until prior to the next Sale (e.g., Fall or Spring)
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Book Sale – Kay Wernecke

· Kay will identify Fall sale dates and work with the Library to schedule.
· Book/media donations – no estimated date to resume accepting donations.                                                                                                                                      
· The daily sales are in a nice, easy to spot location near the Library entrance.  The books will be refreshed on Mondays.
Wescott Branch Report – Amanda Feist
Anne’s update:  
· The children’s area Kidzibit was installed January 7th. The scavenger hunt and mirror dramatic play areas are available now, additional activities will be rolled out over the next few months.

· No Home School Science series this school year.
· The 2021 Winter Reads Program (January 4 – February 28) is online. A new feature this year is an online Winter Reads Book Chats.
· Weekly Virtual StoryTimes presented by DCL youth librarians returned on Facebook January 4.
· Wescott recently hosted a new Take and Make Kit for kids ages 5-12. The kit’s theme is Winter Crafts.  The kits were developed and assembled by the Wescott Teen Advisory Group (TAG) last Fall. DCL staff librarian Laura Mesjak helped TAG members learn about the concepts of process art and productive art, and used what they learned to design a kit that allowed children to create projects that encouraged both types of creativity.  Wescott Library gave out all 90 kits.

· Libby is the new e-audio and e-book app.  For more information: https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/libraries/BooksMaterials/AudioBooks

· Reading for Racial Justice features four books each with a 90 minute discussion.  See the program calendar for information on book titles, discussion dates and registration information. 

· Hot Spots are available for checkout for up to six weeks with a Dakota County Library card.  There are 300 Hot Spots and/or Chromebooks Kits available for checkout throughout the Library System. (Individuals can complete a library card application online.)
Building update:
· The Childrens area remodel/installation final punch-list walk through was January 11.
· Elevator being replaced.
Old Business – John Elliott
None
New Business – John Elliott
2021 Summer Discovery Funding

A motion made by Karen, and seconded by Ann, to contribute $5,000.00 to the 2021 Summer Discovery Program passed unanimously.

Friends Scholarship
The group modified the Friends scholarship eligibility requirements: Five (5) volunteer hours are required over the last two (2) years.  This change was made because the library’s closure and re-opening under covid protocols resulted in fewer volunteer opportunities.
Meeting Adjourned:  7:24 pm 




Next Meeting:  March 8, 2021
Board Meeting Dates: 

2020: September 14, November 9 

2021: January 11, March 8, Annual Meeting May 10
Book Sale Dates

2020: No Sales Scheduled
Friends of the Wescott Library

Meeting Agenda

January 11, 2021 6:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Wescott Library is …dedicated to the assistance of the Wescott Branch of the Dakota County Library System in its mission to support lifelong learning for county residents of all ages.

Call to Order and Welcome





John Elliott

Secretary’s Report






Nancy Lamers
Treasurer’s Report






Julie Mulligan
Marketing and Membership





Karen Gauthier

Committee Reports





Booksale






Kay Wernecke
Wescott Branch Report and Funding Requests 


Amanda Feist
Old Business









New Business


Adjourn

2020-2021 Board Meeting Dates:  2020 Sept 14, Nov 9

   2021 Jan 11, Mar 8, May 10– Annual Meeting

